Comparison of VRB and VRB-2 Agars for Recovery of Stressed Coliforms From Stored Acidified Half-and-Half 1.
Half-and-half was acidified with delta-gluconolactone, inoculated with three species of coliform bacteria, stored for 31 days at 5 °C, and examined for numbers of viable coliforms on VRB and VRB-2 agars. Loss of culture viability was logarithmic with recovery of 50 and 10% of initial numbers on days 7 and 30, respectively. Escherichia coli had significantly more recoverable injured cells than did Enterobacter aerogenes or Klebsiella pneumoniae . As time of storage increased, the proportion of injured to noninjured cells also increased. However, the maximal number of injured cells was on the thirteenth day of storage of E. coli -inoculated product. VRB-2 agar averaged 20% higher in productivity than VRB agar.